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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-4, 6, 9, 11, 12, 14-17, 19, 22, 24, 25, 27-30, 32, 35, 37 and 38 are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Nakano et al. (Nakano) 
(US 2002/0055847) (of record) in view of Yamamoto et al. (Yamamoto) (6,166,778). 

As to claim 1 , Nakano discloses a method of delivering purchase information 
(Fig. 6) comprising: 

receiving purchase information (user indication of a good or service to purchase; 
paragraphs 31 , 34 and 35), for a good or service purchased by a user (paragraph 31 
and 35), wherein the purchase information was obtained through the user 
communicating with a set top box (obtained in response to a previous user purchase; 
paragraphs 31 , 34 and 35); 

a smart card communicatively coupled to the set top box (see Fig. 5; paragraphs 
30 and 37), wherein the set top box is configured to: 

receive broadcast signals (paragraph 22, lines 1-7) through a tuner (wherein a 
tuner is inherently present to tune to a broadcast channel; paragraph 22, lines 4-7); and 
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enable a presentation device (television 12) connected to the set top box (Fig. 1) 
to display the broadcast signals (paragraph 22, lines 1-7); 

automatically obtaining a connection (the set top makes a connection when the 
card is entered; paragraph 34, lines 1-3) to the Internet (Fig. 5; paragraph 26, lines 1-8) 
using a communication module (a modem; paragraph 26, lines 5-8) of the set top box 
(paragraph 26, lines 5-8) without the user requesting the connection (wherein 
connection takes place upon entry of the card; paragraph 33, lines 6-12 and paragraph 
34, lines 1-3), wherein the communication module is different the tuner; 

establishing a secure electronic connection (with DB2; paragraph 34, lines 1-9) 
with a server (server, 46 containing DB2; paragraph 30, lines 1-5) through the 
connection to the Internet (paragraph 26, lines 1-9); and 

transmitting the purchase information (paragraph 31, lines 7-13) and a smart 
card identification number (serial number; paragraph 31, lines 7-13) from the set top box 
(wherein the connection is made from the set top modem; paragraph 26, lines 5-8) 
through the secure electronic connection to the server (to server, 46; paragraph 34, 
lines 6-15). While Nakano discloses wherein information can be downloaded onto the 
smart card (paragraph 29), he fails to specifically disclose storing the purchase 
information for the good or service in the smart card. 

In an analogous art, Yamamoto discloses a broadcast receiver (Fig. 1) which can 
perform purchasing (column 37, lines 16-30) wherein user purchase information is 
stored in an IC card (charge record information table; Fig. 43; column 37, lines 48-60) 
and retrieved for later display to a user (column 37, line 61 -column 38, line 13) for the 
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typical benefit of providing a means for a user to easily retrieve and review their 
purchasing history at a later time (column 38, lines 14-24). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention by applicant to modify Nakano's system to include storing the purchase 
information for the good or service in the smart card, as taught by Yamamoto, for the 
typical benefit of providing a means for a user to easily review and verify their 
purchasing history at a later time. 

As to claim 14, Nakano discloses a system for delivering purchase information 
(Fig. 6) comprising: 

purchase information (user indication of a good or service to purchase; 
paragraphs 31 , 34 and 35) for a purchase of a good or service by a user (paragraph 31 
and 35), wherein the purchase information was obtained through the user 
communicating with a set top box (obtained in response to a previous user purchase; 
paragraphs 31 , 34 and 35); 

the set top box is configured to: 

receive broadcast signals (paragraph 22, lines 1-7) through a tuner (wherein a 
tuner is inherently present to tune to a broadcast channel; paragraph 22, lines 4-7); and 

enable a presentation device (television 12) connected to the set top box (Fig. 1 ) 
to display the broadcast signals (paragraph 22, lines 1-7); 

automatically obtain a connection (the set top makes a connection when the card 
is entered; paragraph 34, lines 1-3) to the Internet (Fig. 5; paragraph 26, lines 1-8) using 
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a communication module (a modem; paragraph 26, lines 5-8) of the set top box 
(paragraph 26, lines 5-8) without the user requesting the connection (wherein 
connection takes place upon entry of the card; paragraph 33, lines 6-12 and paragraph 
34, lines 1-3), wherein the communication module is different the tuner; 

establish a secure electronic connection (with DB2; paragraph 34, lines 1-9) with 
a server (server, 46 containing DB2; paragraph 30, lines 1-5) through the connection to 
the Internet (paragraph 26, lines 1-9); and 

transmit the purchase information (paragraph 31, lines 7-13) and a smart card 
identification number (serial number; paragraph 31 , lines 7-13) from the set top box 
(wherein the connection is made from the set top modem; paragraph 26, lines 5-8) 
through the secure electronic connection to the server (to server, 46; paragraph 34, 
lines 6-15). While Nakano discloses a smart card communicatively coupled to the set 
top box (see Fig. 5; paragraphs 30 and 37) and wherein information can be downloaded 
onto the smart card (paragraph 29), he fails to specifically disclose storing the purchase 
information in the smart card. 

In an analogous art, Yamamoto discloses a broadcast receiver (Fig. 1) which can 
perform purchasing (column 37, lines 16-30) wherein user purchase information is 
stored in an IC card (charge record information table; Fig. 43; column 37, lines 48-60) 
and retrieved for later display to a user (column 37, line 61 -column 38, line 13) for the 
typical benefit of providing a means for a user to easily retrieve and review their 
purchasing history at a later time (column 38, lines 14-24). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention by applicant to modify Nakano's system to include storing the purchase 
information for the good or service in the smart card, as taught by Yamamoto, for the 
typical benefit of providing a means for a user to easily review and verify their 
purchasing history at a later time. 

As to claim 27, Nakano discloses an article of manufacture for delivering 
purchase information (Fig. 6) comprising: 

means for a set top box (Fig. 1 ; 10) connectable to a presentation device (Fig. 1 ; 
12) to receive broadcast signals (paragraph 22, lines 1-7) through a tuner (a tuner is 
inherently present to tune to a broadcast channel; paragraph 22, lines 4-7); 

means for the set top box (10) to enable the presentation device (television, 12) 
to display the broadcast signals (paragraph 22, lines 1-7); 

means (user input device, 18; paragraph 22) for the set top box to receive 
purchase information (user indication of a good or service to purchase; paragraphs 31 , 
34 and 35), for a good or service purchased by a user (paragraph 31 and 35), wherein 
the purchase information was obtained through the user communicating with the set top 
box (obtained in response to a previous user purchase; paragraphs 31, 34 and 35); 

means (a modem; paragraph 26, lines 1-9) for the set top box to automatically 
obtain a cpnnection (the set top makes a connection when the card is entered; 
paragraph 34, lines 1-3) to the Internet (Fig. 5; paragraph 26, lines 1-8) using a 
communication module (a modem; paragraph 26, lines 5-8) of the set top box 
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(paragraph 26, lines 5-8) without the user requesting the connection (wherein 
connection takes place upon entry of the card; paragraph 33, lines 6-12 and paragraph 
34, lines 1-3), wherein the communication module is different the tuner; 
\ means (a modem; paragraph 26, lines 1-9) for the set top box to establish a 
secure electronic connection (with DB2; paragraph 34, lines 1-9) with a server (server, 
46 containing DB2; paragraph 30, lines 1-5) through the connection to the Internet 
(paragraph 26, lines 1-9); and 

means (a modem; paragraph 26, lines 1-9) for the set top box to transmit the 
purchase information (paragraph 31 , lines 7-13) and a smart card identification number 
(serial number; paragraph 31 , lines 7-13) from the set top box (wherein the connection 
is made from the set top modem; paragraph 26, lines 5-8) through the secure electronic 
connection to the server (to server, 46; paragraph 34, lines 6-15). While Nakano 
discloses a smart card communicatively coupled to the set top box (see Fig. 5; 
paragraphs 30 and 37) and a means for storing on the smart card (paragraph 29), he 
fails to specifically disclose storing the purchase information in the smart card. 

In an analogous art, Yamamoto discloses a broadcast receiver (Fig. 1) which can 
perform purchasing (column 37, lines 16-30) wherein user purchase information is 
stored in an IC card (charge record information table; Fig. 43; column 37, lines 48-60) 
and retrieved for later display to a user (column 37, line 61 -column 38, line 13) for the 
typical benefit of providing a means for a user to easily retrieve and review their 
purchasing history at a later time (column 38, lines 14-24). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention by applicant to modify Nakano's system to include storing the purchase 
information in the smart card, as taught by Yamamoto, for the typical benefit of 
providing a means for a user to easily review and verify their purchasing history at a 
later time. 

As to claims 2, 15 and 28, while Nakano and Yamamoto wherein the purchase 
information relates to an electronic commerce transaction (paragraph 31), he fails to 
specifically disclose pay per view programs. 

The examiner takes Official Notice that it is notoriously well known in the art to 
allow a television set top box to transmit purchasing information relating to pay per view 
programs for the typical benefit of enabling television viewers to order any television pay 
per view programming they have an interest in. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the at the time of invention 
by applicant to modify Nakano and Yamamoto's system to include pay per view 
programs for the typical benefit of allowing home television viewers to easily order pay 
per view programming they want to watch. 

As to claims 3, 16 and 29, Nakano and Yamamoto disclose wherein the 
purchase information relates to an electronic commerce transaction (see Nakano at 
paragraph 31). 
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As to claims 4, 17 and 30, Nakano and Yamamoto disclose wherein the 
presentation device is a television (see Nakano at paragraph 22, lines 1-7). 

As to claims 6, 19, and 32, Nakano and Yamamoto disclose wherein the 
purchase information is stored in a renewable security module (a programmable smart 
card; see Nakano at paragraph 25 and Yamamoto at column 37, lines 48-60). 

As to claims 9, 22 and 35, while Nakano and Yamamoto disclose wherein the 
automatically obtaining a connection comprises: 

if an Internet connection is currently established (to allow transmission over the 
Internet; see Nakano at paragraph 32), automatically (see Nakano at paragraph 32, 
lines 4-7) obtaining a new transmission protocol/internet protocol (TCP/IP) connection 
(wherein an Internet connection is in TCP/IP protocol; see Nakano at paragraph 32) 
through the communication module using the established Internet connection (see 
Nakano at paragraph 26, lines 5-12), he fails to specifically disclose determining if an 
Internet connection is currently established. 

The examiner takes Official Notice that it is notoriously well known in the art to 
include means to determine if a system currently has an established Internet connection 
for the typical benefit of avoiding failed data transmissions due to a lack of an Internet 
connection. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the at the time of invention 
by applicant to modify Nakano's system to include determining if an Internet connection 
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is currently established for the typical benefit of avoiding failed attempts to conduct a 
shopping transaction due to a lack of an Internet connection. 

As to claims 1 1 , 24 and 37, Nakano and Yamamoto disclose wherein the server 
is a broadcast satellite operator's Internet server (wherein ISP host 22 broadcasts data 
with satellite television signals; see Nakano at paragraph 22, lines 10-15 and paragraph 
23, lines 1-3). 

As to claims 12, 25 and 38, Nakano and Yamamoto disclose receiving additional 
information in the set top box through the secure electronic connection (additional 
preferred customer information; see Nakano at paragraph 37). 

3. Claims 7, 8, 20, 21, 33 and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Nakano and Yamamoto as applied to claim 1, 14 and 27 above, and 
further in view of Hayward et al. (Hayward) (US2003/0023703) (of record). 

As to claims 7, 20 and 33, while Nakano and Yamamoto disclose the set top box 
automatically connecting to a computer (DB2; see Nakano at paragraph 30, lines 1-5), 
without the user requesting a connection (the set top automatically makes a connection 
when the card is entered; see Nakano at paragraph 34, lines 1-3), using the 
communications module (a modem connecting through telephone lines to the Internet; 
see Nakano at paragraph 26; lines 5-14), wherein the communications module is a 
modem (see Nakano at paragraph 26, lines 5-14), they fail to specifically disclose 
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receiving a local phone number, dialing the local phone number and establishing a 
connection to the Internet through a computer that answers the dialed local phone 
number. 

In an analogous art, Hayward discloses a computer system (Fig. 2) wherein a 
local telephone number provided to the user system (paragraph 20, lines 10-12) is 
dialed to make a connection (to the POP; paragraph 20, lines 6-15) using a modem (34) 
to establish a connection to the Internet through a computer (the POP connecting to the 
Internet backbone; paragraph 20, lines 4-21) that answers the dialed phone number 
(paragraph 20, lines 4-8) for the typical benefit of providing a means for a user to 
connect to the Internet through their phone line (paragraph 20, lines 1-8). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention by applicant to modify Nakano and Yamamoto's system to include receiving a 
local phone number, dialing the local phone number and establishing a connection to 
the Internet through a computer that answers the dialed local phone number, as taught 
by Hayward, for the typical benefit of allowing a user a simple way to connect to the 
Internet through a local phone number. 

As to claims 8, 21 and 34, Nakano, Yamamoto and Hayward disclose wherein 
the local phone number is associated with an Internet service provider (see Hayward at 
paragraph 20, lines 1-6). 



Application/Control Number: 09/783,241 Page 12 

Art Unit: 2614 

4. Claims 10, 23 and 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Nakano and Yamamoto as applied to claims 9, 22 and 35 above, and further in 
view of Kuo (US2003/0120615) (of record). 

As to claims 10, 23 and 36, while Nakano and Yamamoto disclose a secure 
electronic connection (see Nakano at paragraph 34, lines 6-9), they fail to specifically 
disclose utilizing a secure socket layer (SSL) protocol. 

In an analogous art, Kuo discloses a system for online transactions (Fig. 1 ) 
wherein a consumer initiates an online transaction (paragraph 58, lines 1-4) and 
transmits their order online to a merchant (paragraph 58, lines 1-4) using SSL protocol 
(paragraph 58, lines 5-7) for the typical benefit of providing protected encrypted 
transactions (paragraph 58, lines 5-7). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention by applicant to modify Nakano and Yamamoto's system to include utilizing a 
secure socket layer (SSL) protocol, as taught by Kuo, for the typical benefit of providing 
extra protection to Internet transaction through SSL encryption. 

5. Claims 13, 26 and 39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Nakano in view of Yamamoto and Yuen et al. (Yuen) (WO 97/31479) (of record). 

As to claim 13, Nakano discloses a method of delivering purchase information 
(Fig. 6) comprising: 

receiving purchase information (user indication of a good or service to purchase; 
paragraphs 31 , 34 and 35), for a good or service purchased by a user (paragraph 31 
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and 35), wherein the purchase information was obtained through the user 
communicating with a set top box (obtained in response to a previous user purchase; 
paragraphs 31 , 34 and 35); 

a smart card communicatively coupled to the set top box (see Fig. 5; paragraphs 
30 and 37), wherein the set top box is configured to: 

receive broadcast signals (paragraph 22, lines 1-7) through a tuner (wherein a 
tuner is inherently present to tune to a broadcast channel; paragraph 22, lines 4-7); and 

enable a presentation device (television 12) connected to the set top box (Fig. 1 ) 
to display the broadcast signals (paragraph 22, lines 1-7); 

automatically obtaining a connection (the set top makes a connection when the 
card is entered; paragraph 34, lines 1-3) to the Internet (Fig. 5; paragraph 26, lines 1-8) 
using a communication module (a modem; paragraph 26, lines 5-8) of the set top box 
(paragraph 26, lines 5-8) without the user requesting the connection (wherein 
connection takes place upon entry of the card; paragraph 33, lines 6-12 and paragraph 
34, lines 1-3), wherein the communication module. is different the tuner; 

establishing a secure electronic connection (with DB2; paragraph 34, lines 1-9) 
with a server (server, 46 containing DB2; paragraph 30, lines 1-5) through the 
connection to the Internet (paragraph 26, lines 1-9); and 

transmitting the purchase information (paragraph 31, lines 7-13) and a smart 
card identification number (serial number; paragraph 31 , lines 7-13) from the set top box 
(wherein the connection is made from the set top modem; paragraph 26, lines 5-8) 
through the secure electronic connection to the server (to server, 46; paragraph 34, 
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lines 6-15). While Nakano discloses wherein information can be downloaded onto the 
smart card (paragraph 29) and establishing connection to a network (Fig. 5; paragraph 
26, lines 1-8), he fails to specifically disclose storing the purchase information for the 
good or service in the smart card and establishing a connection to a data paging 
network. 

In an analogous art, Yamamoto discloses a broadcast receiver (Fig. 1) which can 
perform purchasing (column 37, lines 16-30) wherein user purchase information is 
stored in an IC card (charge record information table; Fig. 43; column 37, lines 48-60) 
and retrieved for later display to a user (column 37, line 61 -column 38, line 13) for the 
typical benefit of providing a means for a user to easily retrieve and review their 
purchasing history at a later time (column 38, lines 14-24). 

Additionally, in an analogous art, Yuen discloses an interactive cable television 
system (Fig. 1 ; page 5, lines 4-12) wherein a television set top box (12) will connect to a 
pager network (page 5, lines 27-34) for the typical benefit of providing communications 
for low cost (page 5, lines 22-26) using existing infrastructure (page 5, lines 20-21). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention by applicant to modify Nakano's system to include storing the purchase 
information for the good or service in the smart card, as taught by Yamamoto, for the 
typical benefit of providing a means for a user to easily review and verify their 
purchasing history at a later time. 

Additionally, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of invention by applicant to modify Nakano and Yamamoto's system to include 
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establishing a connection to a data paging network, as taught by Yuen, for the typical 
benefit of providing a set top box which can establish a connection to an external 
network at low cost using existing communications infrastructure. 

As to claim 26, while Nakano discloses a system for delivering purchase 
information (Fig. 6) comprising: 

purchase information (user indication of a good or service to purchase; 
paragraphs 31 , 34 and 35) for a purchase of a good or service of a user (paragraph 31 
and 35), wherein the purchase information was obtained through the user 
communicating with a set top box (obtained in response to a previous user purchase; 
paragraphs 31, 34 and 35); 

the set top box is configured to: 

receive broadcast signals (paragraph 22, lines 1-7) through a tuner (wherein a 
tuner is inherently present to tune to a broadcast channel; paragraph 22, lines 4-7); and 

enable a presentation device (television 12) connected to the set top box (Fig. 1) 
to display the broadcast signals (paragraph 22, lines 1-7); 

automatically obtain a connection (the set top makes a connection when the card 
is entered; paragraph 34, lines 1-3) to the Internet (Fig. 5; paragraph 26, lines 1-8) using 
a communication module (a modem; paragraph 26, lines 5-8) of the set top box 
(paragraph 26, lines 5-8) without the user requesting the connection (wherein 
connection takes place upon entry of the card; paragraph 33, lines 6-12 and paragraph 
34, lines 1-3), wherein the communication module is different the tuner; 
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establish a secure electronic connection (with DB2; paragraph 34, lines 1-9) with 
a server (server, 46 containing DB2; paragraph 30, lines 1-5) through the connection to 
the Internet (paragraph 26, lines 1-9); and 

transmit the purchase information (paragraph 31 , lines 7-13) and a smart card 
identification number (serial number; paragraph 31, lines 7-13) from the set top box 
(wherein the connection is made from the set top modem; paragraph 26, lines 5-8) 
through the secure electronic connection to the server (to server, 46; paragraph 34, 
lines 6-15). While Nakano discloses a smart card communicatively coupled to the set 
top box (see Fig. 5; paragraphs 30 and 37), wherein information can be downloaded 
onto the smart card (paragraph 29) and establishing connection to a network (Fig. 5; 
paragraph 26, lines 1-8), he fails to specifically disclose storing the purchase 
information in the smart card and establishing a connection to a data paging network. 

In an analogous art, Yamamoto discloses a broadcast receiver (Fig. 1 ) which can 
perform purchasing (column 37, lines 16-30) wherein user purchase information is 
stored in an IC card (charge record information table; Fig. 43; column 37, lines 48-60) 
and retrieved for later display to a user (column 37, line 61 -column 38, line 1 3) for the 
typical benefit of providing a means for a user to easily retrieve and review their 
purchasing history at a later time (column 38, lines 14-24). 

Additionally, in an analogous art, Yuen discloses an interactive cable television 
system (Fig. 1 ; page 5, lines 4-12) wherein a television set top box (12) will connect to a 
pager network (page 5, lines 27-34) for the typical benefit of providing communications 
for low cost (page 5, lines 22-26) using existing infrastructure (page 5, lines 20-21 ). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention by applicant to modify Nakano's system to include storing the purchase 
information for the good or service in the smart card, as taught by Yamamoto, for the 
typical benefit of providing a means for a user to easily review and verify their 
purchasing history at a later time. 

Additionally, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of invention by applicant to modify Nakano and Yamamoto's system to include 
establishing a connection to a data paging network, as taught by Yuen, for the typical 
benefit of providing a set top box which can establish a connection to an external 
network at low cost using existing communications infrastructure. 

As to claim 39, Nakano discloses an article of manufacture for delivering 
purchase information (Fig. 6) comprising: 

means for a set top box (Fig. 1 ; 10) connectable to a presentation device (Fig. 1 ; 
12) to receive broadcast signals (paragraph 22, lines 1-7) through a tuner (a tuner is 
inherently present to tune to a broadcast channel; paragraph 22, lines 4-7); 

means for the set top box (10) to enable the presentation device (television, 12) 
to display the broadcast signals (paragraph 22, lines 1-7); 

means (user input device, 18; paragraph 22) for the set top box to receive 
purchase information (user indication of a good or service to purchase; paragraphs 31 , 
34 and 35), for a good or service purchased by a user (paragraph 31 and 35), wherein 
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the purchase information was obtained through the user communicating with the set top 
box (obtained in response to a previous user purchase; paragraphs 31 , 34 and 35); 

means (a modem; paragraph 26, lines 1-9) for the set top box to automatically 
obtain a connection (the set top makes a connection when the card is entered; 
paragraph 34, lines 1-3) to the Internet (Fig. 5; paragraph 26, lines 1-8) using a 
communication module (a modem; paragraph 26, lines 5-8) of the set top box 
(paragraph 26, lines 5-8) without the user requesting the connection (wherein 
connection takes place upon entry of the card; paragraph 33, lines 6-12 and paragraph 
34, lines 1-3), wherein the communication module is different the tuner; 

means (a modem; paragraph 26, lines 1-9) for the set top box to establish a 
secure electronic connection (with DB2; paragraph 34, lines 1-9) with a server (server, 
46 containing DB2; paragraph 30, lines 1-5) through the connection to the Internet 
(paragraph 26, lines 1-9); and 

means (a modem; paragraph 26, lines 1-9) for the set top box to transmit the 
purchase information (paragraph 31, lines 7-13) and a smart card identification number 
(serial number; paragraph 31, lines 7-13) from the set top box (wherein the connection 
is made from the set top modem; paragraph 26, lines 5-8) through the secure electronic 
connection to the server (to server, 46; paragraph 34, lines 6-15). While Nakano 
discloses a smart card communicatively coupled to the set top box (see Fig. 5; 
paragraphs 30 and 37), a means for storing on the smart card (paragraph 29) and 
establishing connection to a network (Fig. 5; paragraph 26, lines 1-8), he fails to 
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specifically disclose storing the purchase information in the smart card and establishing 
a connection to a data paging network. 

In an analogous art, Yamamoto discloses a broadcast receiver (Fig. 1) which can 
perform purchasing (column 37, lines 16-30) wherein user purchase information is 
stored in an IC card (charge record information table; Fig. 43; column 37, lines 48-60) 
and retrieved for later display to a user (column 37, line 61 -column 38, line 13) for the 
typical benefit of providing a means for a user to easily retrieve and review their 
purchasing history at a later time (column 38, lines 14-24). 

Additionally, in an analogous art, Yuen discloses an interactive cable television 
system (Fig. 1 ; page 5, lines 4-12) wherein a television set top box (12) will connect to a 
pager network (page 5, lines 27-34) for the typical benefit of providing communications 
for low cost (page 5, lines 22-26) using existing infrastructure (page 5, lines 20-21). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention by applicant to modify Nakano's system to include storing the purchase 
information for the good or service in the smart card, as taught by Yamamoto, for the 
typical benefit of providing a means for a user to easily review and verify their 
purchasing history at a later time. 

Additionally, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of invention by applicant to modify Nakano and Yamamoto's system to include 
establishing a connection to a data paging network, as taught by Yuen, for the typical 
benefit of providing a set top box which can establish a connection to an external 
network at low cost using existing communications infrastructure. 
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Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-4, 6-17, 19-30 and 32-39 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

a. The Official Notice presented in the prior action stating that it is notoriously 
well known in the art to include means to determine if a system currently has an 
established Internet connection was not traversed and is accordingly taken as an 
admission of the fact noted. 

b. The Official Notice presented in the prior action stating that it is notoriously 
well known in the art to include means to allow a television set top box to transmit 
purchasing information relating to pay per view programs was not traversed and 
is accordingly taken as an admission of the fact noted. 

Conclusion 

7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
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TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

8. The following are suggested formats for either a Certificate of Mailing or 
Certificate of Transmission under 37 CFR 1.8(a). The certification may be included with 
all correspondence concerning this application or proceeding to establish a date of 
mailing or transmission under 37 CFR 1 .8(a). Proper use of this procedure will result in 
such communication being considered as timely if the established date is within the 
required period for reply. The Certificate should be signed by the individual actually 
depositing or transmitting the correspondence or by an individual who, upon information 
and belief, expects the correspondence to be mailed or transmitted in the normal course 
of business by another no later than the date indicated. 

Certificate of Mailing 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service with 
sufficient postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

on . 

(Date) 



Application/Control Number: 09/783,241 Page 22 

Art Unit: 2614 

Typed or printed name of person signing this certificate: 



Signature: 

Registration Number: 

Certificate of Transmission 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to the United States Patent and 

Trademark Office, Fax No. (703) - on . 

(Date) 

Typed or printed name of person signing this certificate: 



Signature: 

Registration Number: 

Please refer to 37 CFR 1 .6(d) and 1 .8(a)(2) for filing limitations concerning 
facsimile transmissions and mailing, respectively. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James Sheleheda whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7357. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Miller can be reached on (571) 272-7353. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



James Sheleheda 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2614 
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